
 

MEET OUR PANELISTS  
 

 
 

Maria V Lopez-Bresnahan, MD, MBA, FAAN 
 
Dr. Maria Lopez-Bresnahan is a senior biopharmaceutical executive with more than 20 years of industry 
experience developing new treatments for neurologic diseases, including rare genetic neuromuscular and 
neurodegenerative disorders, from early phases through post-approval lifecycle management.  Prior to joining 
Voyager Therapeutics she served as VP of Clinical Research, Neuroscience at Alkermes, Inc. and VP of 
Neurology Clinical Development at Vertex Pharmaceuticals where she led clinical teams developing drugs 
across CNS indications from Phase 1 through registration.  At Pfizer Inc. she was Head of Neuromuscular 
Clinical Research in the Rare Disease Research Unit, and Therapeutic Area Head for Neuroscience in the 
Medicines Development Group leading a team responsible for strategy and planning of drug development in 
neurology and psychiatry.  Dr. Lopez-Bresnahan held leadership positions at Merck Serono, where she was 
responsible for development of CNS drugs for immunologic and neurodegenerative disorders through 
registration and commercialization.  She also served as SVP and Global Head for Medical and Scientific Affairs 
at inVentiv Health Clinical, where she led subspecialty medical teams executing drug development programs 
for pharmaceutical clients.  
 
Dr. Lopez-Bresnahan received a BA from Yale University, an MD from New York University School of 
Medicine, and an MBA from Northeastern University. A Fellow of the American Academy of Neurology, she 
completed her neurology residency and a fellowship in neuroimmunology at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and the Harvard Medical School, where she served as Assistant Clinical Professor of Neurology.  

 

To learn more about Dr. Lopez-Bresnahan check the following link: 

https://alumni.yale.edu/people/maria-v-lopez-bresnahan 
 

https://alumni.yale.edu/people/maria-v-lopez-bresnahan


 
 

 
 

Jessica Wade PhD 
 
Dr. Jessica Wade is a physicist in the Blackett Laboratory at the Imperial College of London. She is broadly 
interested in the areas of materials science, chiral materials, and circular polarization. Her love for these areas 
of science has led her to her current research, which focuses on developing and characterizing light emitting 
polymer thin films. Prior to joining the Blackett Laboratory Dr. Wade received her MSci. degree in 2012 and 
her PhD in 2016, both completed at the Imperial College of London. Besides her love of physics, she is also a 
champion for women in STEM wanting to explore this area and has done a lot of outreach in regards to gender 
equality and inclusion in STEM. And in doing so she has received numerous awards acknowledging this work. 
Some of which include: the Jocelyn Bell Burnell Medal and Prize for women in physics (2016), she was named 
to Nature’s 10 people who mattered in science (2018), the British Empire medal for services to gender 
diversity in science, and the 44th ‘Most Influential Women in UK Tech’ by Computer Weekly (2019). 
 
To read more about Dr. Wade check out the following link 
 
https://spie.org/news/jessica-wade-2020-spie-diversity-outreach-award?SSO=1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://spie.org/news/jessica-wade-2020-spie-diversity-outreach-award?SSO=1


 
 

Richard Mankin PhD 
 
Dr. Richard Mankin is an entomologist at the USDA Agricultural Research Service where he has built a career 
studying to bugs and insects by listening to them. Dr. Mankin uses acoustic tools, some of which he has 
developed to detect and monitor the bug and insect ecosystem. Through these methods he can understand if 
an ecosystem is thriving or are being threatened by invasive pests or infestation.   
 
This past July Dr. Mankin was recognized for his determination as a scientist despite a physical disability he has 
as a result of a muscle disease. He applied his expertise in physics and mathematics to create technology that 
would enable him to improve the way we assess bug culture: how they communicate, their eating habits, and 
movement. In the face of adversity, he was able to develop new methods that allowed him to be a better 
scientist. His and other entomologists have created a library.  
 
Copy the link below to hear some of the unique sounds of the bug world.   
 
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-
entomology/insect-behavior-and-biocontrol-research/people/richard-mankin/sound-library/  
 
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/blog/stem-for-everyone-richard-mankin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-entomology/insect-behavior-and-biocontrol-research/people/richard-mankin/sound-library/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/gainesville-fl/center-for-medical-agricultural-and-veterinary-entomology/insect-behavior-and-biocontrol-research/people/richard-mankin/sound-library/


   Moderators:  
Kirby Madden-Hennessey B.S.  
Kirby is a 5th year PhD candidate in the Biomedical Sciences Program at UConn Health. Her focus 
is in the area of molecular biology and biochemistry where she studies Lynch Syndrome, a 
hereditary form of colon cancer. Kirby is also involved with several organizations/programs at 
UConn Health, which includes the Government Student Organization as the representative for 
the department of Molecular Biology and Biochemistry and the YES (Young Explorers in Science) 
program. Through YES she and others travel to high schools who have larger populations of 
minority students to expose them to science through panel discussions, mentoring, and the 
opportunity of actually doing “science.”  
Most recently, Kirby joined DS as a Business Development Intern to learn and explore other 

opportunities within the science field. In this position she is helping DS create new marketing/fundraising opportunities 
and an ambassador program for future scholars. 

 
 
 

Brittany Knight PhD.  
Dr. Knight is currently conducting her postdoctoral training at the Connecticut 
Convergence Institute for Translation in Regenerative Engineering at the University of 
Connecticut (UConn). Her research is focused on discovering safe analgesic formulations 
for musculoskeletal and oral facial disorders. Away from the bench she manages a 
website that provides STEM-related career advice and at Dimensions Sciences she 
volunteers as a Business Development Intern. Her role at DS is focused on promoting 
inclusivity of minorities in science by creating programs for science trainees at the college 
and graduate levels in the United States (i.e. DS-CAMPUS).  


